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SUB J : CIV AIR - BRITISH REACTION TO CONCORDE EIS HEARINGS 

1 . CONCORDE EIS HEARINGS WERE GIVEN PROMINENT AND EX- 
TENSIVE COVERAGE BY BRITISH PRESS, TV AND RADIO. FOR 
MOST PART, REPORTING WAS ACCURATE, UNEMOTIONAL AND FAIR. 
THE EVENHANDEDNESS DISPLAYED BY SECRETARY COLEMAN IS 
PARTICULARLY NOTED IN MEDIA REPORTS. ALTHOUGH MEDIA 
STRESSED THAT FAVORABLE DECISION BY COLEMAN ABSOLUTELY 
CRITICAL FOR FUTURE OF CONCORDE, MOST REPORTS ALSO NOTED 
OTHER OBSTACLES WOULD HAVE TO BE OVERCOME AS WELL, 
NOTABLY MOVES IN CONGRESS, COURTS AND BY STATE AND LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES TO BAN CONCORDE FROM U.S. 

2. SOME REPOPTERS OBSERVED THAT, IN AN ELECTION YEAR, 

THE BALANCE BETWEEN DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN 
U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES FAVOR THE FORMER AND THAT 
THIS FACTOR WORKED AGAINST CONCORDE INTERESTS. PRIVATELY 
SOME BRITISH MFFICIALS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE CONCEDED THAT 
"EVEN THOUGH SOME OF CONCORDE S GHOSTS WERE SUCCESSFULLY 
LAID TO REST, THE BRITISH AND FRENCH TEAM (AT THE HEAR- 
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ING) FAILED TO MAKE VERY MUCH IMPACT ON THE KEY CHARGE - 
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THAT CONCORDE IS UNACCEPTABLY NOISY” . NEVERTHELESS, THE 
GENERAL FEELING ONE GAINED FROM MEDIA REPORTING WAS THAT 
THE BRITISH ARE CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT CONCORDE S 
CHANCES AND THEY DO NOT EXPECT THAT SECRETARY COLEMAN S 
DECISION, WHEN IT COMES IN EARLY FEBRUARY, WILL BAN 
CONCORDE FROM THE U.S. 
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